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1.0 Summary

Great River Energy (GRE), located in Elk River, MN, provides generation and
transmission to 28 member cooperatives in Minnesota. One of these cooperatives,
Agralite Electric Cooperative (Agralite), is planning to construct and own a new 115 kV
substation near the City of Hancock, Stevens County, Minnesota (Figure 1).

GRE proposes to construct, own, and operate approximately 125 feet of 115 kV
transmission [ine to energize the new substation (Figure 2). The line will be a single
circuit design and will tap an existing 115 kV transmission line just south of the
substation that is owned by and operated by GRE. GRE will also own transmission
switching facilities located in the substation.

Proposed Facilities
2.1  Project Need

Agralite’s existing 41.6 kV Hancock Substation is inadequate from a reliability and
voltage standpoint. This substation has seasonal voltage swings that are nearly
outside the capability of the substation’s voltage regulators. A local consumer will
soon have a need for an additional 1.2 megawatts of power to operate an expanding
operation. This new demand will exceed the capacity of the existing substation.
Agralite is proposing to construct and own a new 115 kV substation next to Great
River Energy’'s 115 kV transmission line, which will provide a new source that will
greatly benefit the entire area’s electric reliability and service.

2.2 Proposed Location o

The new substation will be located in Section 12, T123N, R40W at the northeast corner
of Minnesota Highway 9 and 300" Street just south of Hancock in Moore Township,
Stevens County, Minnesota (see Figure 2). The new location is one mile east of the

existing Hancock Substation.

The new substation will be built next to GRE's existing 115 kV transmission line and
will contain a 115 kV transformer to lower the voltage to a distribution level. The
existing substation will be retired upon the completion of the new substation.

Great River Energy will own and construct the 115 kV transmission line tap. The tap
will consist of a two-way switch pole placed in line with the existing transmission line.
The switch pole will be 70-80 feet high with a single span of 125 feet into the
substation (Figure 2). '
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2.3 Ownership

The substation site will be owned by Agralite and all distribution facilities will be
constructed, operated and maintained by Agralite. The transmission line tap will be
constructed, owned and operated by GRE. GRE will also own switching facilities in the

substation.
2.4 Substation Deéign

The substation will be enclosed in a fenced area situated inside the approximately 3%
acre parcel. A 7-foot high chain link fence (with an additional one foot of barbed wire
around the top) will be installed. The fence will be designed to deter animals. A typical
distribution substation is shown on the fact sheet in Appendix A.

Electric facilities in the substation will include a 7.5 MVA transformer and four feeders
(Figure 3).

2.5 Transmission Facilities

The transmission line tap will be a single circuit design off of GRE’s existing 115 kv
transmission line. A typical structure is shown on the fact sheet in Appendix A.

A single span (125 feet) of wires. will run from the two-way switch pole into the
substation (Figure 3). The switch pole will be 70-80 feet tall.

2.6 - Cost Estimate

‘The estimated cost for the distribution substation facilities is $ 750,000 including all site
preparation and equipment. The estimated cost for the transmission facilities is
$125,000. Total project cost is estimated to be $ 875,000.
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3.0 Environmental Analysis

3.1 Natural Environment

The effects of the project on the natural environment, including air, water, vegetation
and wildiife have been considered. Responses received from state and federal
agencies that reviewed the project are provided in Appendix A.

Air Quality

Because electric substations and transmission lines do not affect air quality,
there will be no long-term environmental impacts on the air. Temporary air
quality impacts would be expected to occur during the construction phase of the
project. However, adverse impacts to the surrounding environment will be
minimal because of the short and intermittent nature of the emission and dust-
producing construction phase.

Water Resources

No impacts to water resources are anticipated. The substation does not displace
any existing wetlands or have any impact on groundwater or other surface
waters. The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) was contacted regarding this
project and in a response dated July 13, 2005, the Corps outlined the types of
projects that are subject to the Corps of Engineers’ jurisdiction. This project does
not fit into any of these jurisdictional categories.

There are no Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Public Waters
in the vicinity of the project, and the DNR had no concerns with the project (e-
mail dated July 12, 2005).

Vegetation and Wildlife

The DNR and the United States Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) were contacted regarding vegetation and wildlife resources in the
vicinity of the project. There are no Centers of Highly Sensitive Areas in the
project vicinity, and the DNR (e-mail of July 12, 2005) had no concerns with the
project. The FWS (e-mail of July 13, 2005) indicated that there are no federally
listed federal or threatened species in the action area.

Effects on area wildlife will be minimal. The substation is designed to deter
animal entry.



3.2 Human Settlement

The proposed substation project is located in an area zoned agricultural. Impacts on
human seftlement will be very minimal, as the substation and transmission line will not
cause the displacement of any residence or recreational area and will not affect any

public services.

33 Noise

The proposed substation will be designed and constructed to comply with State of
Minnesota noise standards. It has been determined that there will be negligible noise at
the property boundaries. The substation transformer will be designed in accordance

with ANSI standards.

3.4 Aesthetics

The substation and transmission line as designed will have some impact on aesthetics
of the area, as they will be within the viewshed of some residences. Trees will be
planted on the north side of the substation to provide screening. '

3.5 Soils and Geology

The proposed site will require some grading. Minimal erosion may occur at the site
during construction, but these short-term impacts can be minimized through the use of

Best Management Practices.
3.6 Archaeological and Historic Resources

The Minnesota Historical Society State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was
contacted about the presence of archaeological, historical or architectural resources
located on or near the site. [n a letter dated June 17, 2005, SHPO indicated that no
historic properties eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places will be
affected by this project, '

3.7 Transportation

The site will not affect any public right of ways. Access to the site will use the existing
township roadways. No roadway improvements will be needed for equipment delivery.
The Minnesota Department of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics indicated in an e-
mail of June 6, 2005 that the closest airports are located at Benson and Morris and the
proposed construction would not affect the operations at these airports and would not
appear to have any affect on aircraft travel in the vicinity.



3.8 Public Health and Safety

No threats to public health and safety are anticipated for this project. All facilities will be
constructed in accordance with the National Electric Safety Code and other industry
standards. Construction personnel will be required to follow OSHA regulations. Other
safety measures such as warning signs, fencing, and gates will be utilized as needed.

Questions often arise about electric and magnetic fields (EMF), which are invisible lines
of force that surround any electrical device. The term EMF refers to electric and
magnetic fields that are coupled together such as in high frequency radiating fields. For
lower frequencies such as for power lines, EMF should be separated into electric fields
and magnetic fields. Transmission lines operate at a frequency of 60 hertz (cycles per
second), which is in the non-ionizing portion of the electromagnetic frequency spectrum.
Fields are considered ionizing when they cause electrons to eject from their orbits
around a normal atom. This will typically occur with frequéncies in the range of 10 to
10?2 hertz.

Magnetic fields result from the flow of electricity (current) in the tfransmission line. The
intensity of the magnetic field is related to the current flow through the conductors. The
magnetic field associated with the transmission line surrounds the conductor and rapidly
decreases with the distance from the conductor. The value of the magnetic field density

is expressed in the unit of gauss (G) or milligauss (mG).

Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) have not been calculated for this project. The most
recent and exhaustive studies of the health effects from power frequency fields
conclude that the evidence of health risk is weak. Some of these studies are listed

below:

o National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences. 2002. EMF. Electric and
Magnetic Fields Associated with the Use of Electric Power. National Institutes of

Health.

« National Research Council. 1997. Possible Health Effects of Exposure fo
Residential Electric and Magnetic Fields.

¢ Minnesota Department of Health. 2002. EMF White Paper on Electric and
Magnetic Field (EMF) Policy and Mitigation Options.

» Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMF). Environmental Health in Minnesota.
http://wvww.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/radiation/emf



4.0 Permits, Approvals and Public Comments
4.1  Overview of the Minnesota Approval Process

This project falls under the State of Minnesota’s Power Plant Siting Act, (Minnesota
Statutes § 116C.51-.69 and Minnesota Rules Chapter 4400) for transmission projects
over 100 kV and requires a permit from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(Commission). However, for eligible projects, a utility may apply to the local unit of
government that has jurisdiction over the project for approval instead of applying to the
Commission (Minn. Rules pt. 4400.5000). This proposed 115 kV substation project is

eligible for local review.

Stevens County has agreed to act as the lead local unit of government with jurisdiction
to approve the project. Stevens County was afforded the opportunity to relinquish its
jurisdiction by requesting that the Commission assume jurisdiction, but has elected to
maintain jurisdiction of the project. As required by Minn. Rules pt. 4400.5000 Subp.3, a
project notice was sent to those persons on the Power Plant Siting General Notification

list (see Appendix B).

In accordance with Minn. Rules pt. 4400.5000 Subp.5, an environmental assessment
(EA) prepared by the local unit of government with jurisdiction over the project must be
completed. Specific requirements include an opportunity for public participation in
developing the scope of the EA before it is prepared, published notice in the
Environmental Quality Board (EQB) Monitor when the EA is available for review, and
the procedure for commenting on the EA. Final decision on the project will not be made
until at least ten days after the notice appears in the EQB Monitor.

4.2  EA Public Involvement

Stevens County sent out a Public Comment Notiée on July 13, 2005 to landowners in
the vicinity to obtain input from the public on the scope of the EA for the project (see
Appendix B). No comments were received from the public regarding the scope of the
EA.

4.3  Local Permitting

Stevens County requires a Conditional Use Permit for this project. An application for a
Conditional Use Permit was delivered to Stevens County on May 18, 2005. Stevens
County will hold a public hearing on August 15, 2005 regarding Agralite and GRE’s
request for a Conditional Use Permit. The County will vote on the application after
notice of the EA has been published in the EQB Monitor and the comment period
requirements have been met.



4.4

Other Permits and Approvals

Government Unit

Type of Approval

Regulated Activity

Status

USDA Rural Utilities
Service (RUS)

Environmental Review

Construction of 115 kV transmission
line tap and 115 kV substation

Approval in process

USDA
Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Environmental Review

Wetland conservation and impact on
unique, prime or statewide important
farmiand

No response was
received from the
NRCS.

US Dept. of Interior
Fish and Wildlife
Service

Threatened and
Endangered Species
Review

Review of records for federally
threatened or endangered species
that may exist at or near the
substation site or transmission

No federally listed
federal or threatened
species in the action
area — e-mail dated

facilities July 13, 2005
US Dept. of the Army | Wetland and Review navigable water and the Prdpased project not
Corps of Engineers Waterways Review dredging or filling of US waters in jurisdictional
including wetlands category — letter of
July 13, 2005
Environmental Review | Comprehensive review of substation | The DNR has no

MN Dept. of Natural
Resources (DNR)

— Wetlands, Water,
Threatened and
Endangered Species

site impacts

concemns with the
project- e-mail
dated July 12, 2005

Minnesota
Department of
Transportation —
Aeronautics Division

Airspace Concerns

Public and private airports/airstrips

The project would not
affect the operations
at the Benson or
Morris airports —
e-mail of 6/6/05

MN Historical Society

State Historic
Preservation Office
{SHPQ)

SHPO Review of
Nationally Registered
Historic Places

Historic preservation

No historic properties
will be affected by the
project — letter of
June 17, 2005.

Stevens County

Conditional Use
Permit

Construction of new facilities

Application submitted
5/18/05.

10
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AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS CENTRE
180 FIFTH STREET EAST
ST. PAUL MN 551011638

July 13, 2005

REPFLY YO
ATTENTION

Operalions
Regulatory (2005-4109-TIH)

Ms. Carole L. Schmide

Great River Energy

17845 East Hwy 10, P.O. Box 800
Elk River, MN 55330-0800

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

We have received the document entitled “Hancock 115 KV Substation and Transmission
Line Tap” dated 18 May, 2005. Due to limited staff and resources, it is unlikeky that U.S. Amljf
Corps of Engineers Regulatory staff will review or comment on this document until we receive a
Junsdlcnonal determination request and/or a permit application. In leu of a specific response,
please consider the following general information concerning our regulatory program that may

apply to the proposed project.

If the proposal involves activity in navigable waters of the United States, it may be
subject to the Corps of Engineers’ jurisdiction under Section 10 of the Rivérs and Harbors Act of
1899 (Section 10}. Section 10 prohibits the construction, excavation, or depésition of materials
in, over, of under pavigable waters of the United States, or any work that would affect the
course, location, condition, or capacity of those waters, unless the work has been authorized by a

Department of thc‘ Army permit.

If the pmposal involves deposition of dredged or fill matena.l into waters of the Umted
States, including dischiarges associated with mechanical land clearing; it may be subject to the
Corps of Engineers” Jurisdiction under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA Section 404),
Waters of the United States includé navigable waters, their tributaries, and adjacent wetlands (33
CFR § 328.3). CWA Section 301(a) prohibits discharges of dredged or fill material into waters
of the United States, unléss the work has been authorized by a Department of the Army permit
under Section 404, Information about the Corps permitting process can be obtained online at

hitp://www.n mvg usace.army.mil/regulatory.

The Corps' evaluation of a Section 10 and/or a Sectwn 404 permit application involves
multiple analyses, including (1) evaluating the proposal’s impacts in accordance with the
National Environmental Pohcy Act (NEPA} (33 CFR part 325); @ detennunng whethier the
proposal is contrary to the pubImJnterest (33 CFR § 320.4), and (3) in the case of a Section 404
permit, determining whether the proposal complies with the Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines

{Guidelines) (40 CFR part 230}

Privtad on @Rﬂcyﬂed Popar



{MVP-2005-4109-TTH)
Page 2 of 2

If the proposal requires a Section 404 permit application, the Guidelines specificaily
require that “no discharge of dredged or fill material shall be permitted if there is a practicable
alternative to the proposed discharge which would have less adverse impact on the aquatic
ecosystem, so long as the alternative does not have other significant adverse environmental
consequences” (40 CFR § 230.10(a)). Time and money spent on the proposal prior to applying
for a Section 404 permit cannot be factored into the Corps® decision whether there is a less
damaging practicable alternative to the proposal.

If an application for a Corps permit has not yet been submitted, the project proposer may
request a pre-application consultation meeting with the Corps to obtain information regarding the
data, studies or other information that will be necessary for the permit evaluation process. A pre-
application consnltation meeting is strongly recommended if the proposal has substantial impacts
to waters of the Uniied States, or if it is a large or controversial project.

For further information or to request a pre-application consultation meeting, please
contact Tom Hingsberger at 651-290-5367, the Corps’ project manager for the County in which

this proposal 1s located.

Sincerely,

anca (N esiesi

Robert J. Whiting
Chief, Regulatory Branch



JUL-12-2885 16:63 FROM:MN DNR ECOL SERVICES 6512961811 TO:Great River Enerss P.1-1

Sarah Haﬁnann'-Héﬁééck"'sﬁﬁéta_'ﬁbn T T ) o j Paga 1
& Date $OT p

Post-itY Fax Note 7671 ‘7/ [Q/ﬁf 'pagos & f
From: Sarah Hoffmann L atle fﬂhﬂ’l!d# Fromes, qrgh Hsfmann
To: bnix@GREnergy.corn Co/Dept. o (2 . DNR_
Data: TH212008 2:41:08 PM Phoae # Fhona % - N
Subjact: Hancock Substation T — (28], "?c’;‘é 7&165

NG 3 P02,

Hi Cargle,

Sorry this one fell through the cracks. 1 know | looked at it a long time ago, but | think | thought Matt was
going to respand fe you and he thought | was going to. In either event, we do not have any concerns with

the project,

Sarsh D, Hoffmann

Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator
NHIS Data Distribution Coordinator

Minnesota Depariment of Natural Resources

Natural Heritage & Nongame Research Program

500 Lafaystta Rd., Box 25

8t Paul, MN 55155

Phone: 651/296-7863

Fax: 651/296-1811

Efmazil: sarah_hoffmann@dnr.state.mn.us
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Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: laure Fairchild@fws.gov

Sent:  Wednesday, July 13, 2005 11:24 AM
To: Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

Subject: Re: Hancock clarification

Hi Carole, as follow up to my second email, | should add that there are no federally listed federal or threatened
species in your action area but there are several Waterfowl Production Areas within 1/2mile to a mile of the
section you asked fo have reviewed. The WPA's are in Secions 1 and 13 of T119 R40 and Secfions 6 and 7 of

T119, R39.

Laurie

“Schmidt, Carole GREER" S
<eschmidt@GREnergy.com> To <Laurie Fairchild@fws.gov>
[+

071212005 02:51 M Subject Hancack

Hi Laurie - see attached letter and fact sheet sent out In May. Thanks - Carole

<<HanFWS.doc>> <<Hancock115kVSubstationAndTapFactsheet!.pdf>> [attachment "HanFWS.doc" deleted by
Laurie Fairchild/R3/FWS/DOI] [attachment "Hancock115kVSubstationAndTapFactsheet1.pdf” deleted by Laurie

Fairchild/R3/FWS/DOI]



RECEIVED JUN 2 0 2005

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

June 17, 2005

Ms. Carole Schmidt

Great River Energy

PO Box 800 '

Elk River, MN' 55330-0800

RE:  Proposed Hancock Substation and Transmission Line Tap
T123 R41 $12, Stevens County
SHPO Number: 2005-2126

Dear Ms. Schmidt:
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. It has been reviewed

pursuant fo the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1866 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

(36CFR800).

Based on available information, we éonclude that no properties eligible for or listed on the National
Register of Historic Places are within the project's area of effact.

Please contact Dennis Gimmestad at (651) 296-5462 if you have any questions regarding our
review of this project.

Sincerely,

Pt bl

Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

345 Kellogg Boulevard West/Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-1906/ Telephone 651-296-6126



Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: Jim Groehler [Jim.Groehler@dot.state.mn.us]

Sent: Monday, June 06, 2005 1;13 PM

To: - Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

Subject: _ Proposed Hancock 115 KV Substation and 115 kV TransmissionLine Tap

We have reviewed the proposed substation and transmission tap line in relation to public
airports located in the vicinity. The closest airports are located at Benson and Morris.
The proposed construction would not dffect the operations at these airports and would not
appear to have any affect on aircraft travel in the vicinity. oo C



GREAT RIVER
ENERGY®

17845 East Highway 10 = P.O, Box 800 « Elk River, Minnesota 55330-0800 » 763-441-3121 « Fax 763-241-2366

18 May 2005

Mr. Tom Hingsberger
Department of the Army
Corps of Engineers

St. Paul District, Attn: CO-R
180 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

RE:  Proposed Hancock 115 kV Substation and 115 kV Transmission Line Tap
Stevens County, Minnesota :

Dear Mr. Hingsberger:

Great River Energy (GRE) is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment for a
new 115 KV substation and a 115 kV transmission tap line info 'the substation in Stevehs
County, Minnesota. The substation, which will be! constructed and owned by Agralite Electric
Cooperative (Agralite), is needed to meet groufying electrical needs and improve system
reliability in the area. GRE wili construct and own! approximately 125 feet of single circuit 115
KV transmission line fo energize the proposed substation.

The proposed substation and tap line are locatéd n Section 12, T123N, R40W near Hancock,
Minnesota. A project fact sheet and a site map arejenclosed for yeur information. - -

GRE Is requesting information on the possible effects of the proposed project on floodplains,

wetlands, and other important natural resources that oceur'in the project area.
!

We would appreciate receiving any written cic'im'rﬁeAntsJ from your office by Friday,. June 17,
2005, If you have any questions about this proposféd project, please contact me at (763) 241-
2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my addréss is cschmidi@grenergy.com.. Thank you for

your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scienfist

Enclosure

hieschmidb\HancockiHanDOA




ENERG

GREAT RIVER

17845 East Highway 10 » P.O. Box 800 = Elk River, Minnesoth

18 May 2005

Mr. Tom Balcom, Supervisor |
Division of Ecological Services i
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4025

RE: Proposed Hancock 115 kV Substation and 1
Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Balcom:

55330-0800 « 763-441-3121 » Fax 763-241-2366

15 kV Transmission Line Tap

- Great River Energy (GRE) is in the process of prfepéring an environmental assessment for a

new 115 kV substation and a 115 kV transmiss
County, Minnesota. The substation, which will be
Cooperative, is needed to meet growing electrical
area. GRE will construct and own approximately 1
line to energize the proposed substation.

lon tap line into the substation in Stevens
constructed and owned by Agralite Electric
needs and improve system reliability in the
25 feet of single circuit 115 kV transmission

The proposed substation and tap line are located in Section 12, T123N, R40W near Hancock,
Minnesota. A project fact sheet and a site map are enclosed for your information.

GRE is requestiﬁg information on the possible ei‘fects of the pfoposed project on wetlands,

threatened and endangered s
the project darea.

pecies, and other important state natural resources that ocour in

3

GRE reviewed the DNR Public Water Enventofﬂf Map for Stevens County and the Minnesota

Natural Heritage database and found there a

We would appreciate receiving ady written comij

re mo Public Waters or Sensitive Areas in the
vicinity of the proposed project (see attached maps).

hents from your office by Friday, June 17,

2005. If you have any questions about this proposed project, please contact me at (763) 241-

2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my addré
your cooperation and assistance.

s is cschmidt@garenergy.com. Thank you for

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Counle 3. St

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

. Enclosures

hiveschmidtiHancocldHanDNR ) .
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Sensitive Areas

Includes portions of Stevens and Swift Counties

Hancock 124,000 U.S.G.S. Quadrangle (DNR Code = Q06a)
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17845 East Highway 10 » P.O. Box 800 « Elk River, Minnesota

18 May 2005

Ms. Lattrie Fairchild, Habitat Conservation Biologist
United States Department of the Interior
Twin Cities Field Office

4101 East 80th Strest

Bloomington, MN 55425-1665

RE: Proposed Haricock 115 KV Substation and 1
Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Ms. Fairchild:

55330—0800 » 763-441-3121 » Fax 763-241-2366

15 kV Transmission Line Tap

Great River Energy (GRE) is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment for a

new 115 KV substation and a 115 kV transmissg

ion tap line into the substation in Stevens

County, Minnesota. The substation, which will be: constructed and owned by Agralite Electric
Cooperative (Agralite), is needed to meet growing &lectrical needs and improve system

reliability in the area. GRE will construct and own

approximately 125 feet of single circuit 115

kV transmission line to energize the proposed substation.

The proposed substation and tap line are located in Section 12, T123N, R40W near Hancock,

Minnesota. A project fact sheet'and a site map are

enciosed for your information.

GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of the proposed project on any listed or
proposed threatened or endangered spécies andidesignated or proposed ciitical habitat that

may be present in the project area. The pr__oﬁ
construction activity" as defined in 50 CFR 402.02.

We would appreciate receiving any written comn
2005. If you have any questions about this propos
2272, It you wish to respond by e-mail, my addre
your cooperation and assistance. ’

Sincerely,

GREAT RIVER ENERGY

CCL\A K,L,iu S\Af“"\”:fb\'

osed project does not represent a "major

nents from your office by Friday, June 17,

ed project, please contact me at (763) 241-
$s s cschmidt@grenergy.com. Thank you for

Carole L. Schmidt T
Environmental Scientist - |

Enclosure ' ] i

kcschmidt\Hancock\HanFWs




EVH
GREAT RIVER
ENERGY

3-55-330-0800 s 763-4471-3121 = Fax 763-241-2366

17845 East Highway 10 = P.O. Box 800 < Elk River, Minnesot

18 May 2005

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Blvd. West ' :

St. Paul, MN 55102-1906 l

RE:  Proposed Hancock 115 kV Substation and 115 kV Transmission Line Tap
Stevens County, Minnesota i

Dear Ms. Bloomberg:

Great River Energy (GRE) is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment (and an
Environmental Report for RUS) for a new 115 kV substation and a 115 kV transmission tap line
into the substation in Stevens Counity, Minnesotaf, The substation, which will be constructed
and owned by Agralite Electric Cooperative, is n:?leded to meet growing electrical needs and
improve system reliability in the area. GRE will gonstruct and own approximately 125 feet of

single circuit 115 kV transmission line to energize the proposed substation.

The proposed substation and tap line are located jn Section 12,.T123N, R40W near Hancack, '
Minnesota. A project fact sheet and a site map are enciosed for your information.

GRE is requesting information on the possible

effects of the proposed project on historic
properties in the project area. -

We wolild appreciate receiving any written domients ‘from your office by Friday, June 17,
2005. If you have any questions about this pr‘opo‘sfed project, please contact me at (763) 241-
2272. if you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is cschmidt@grenergy.com. Thank you for

your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,

GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Conle o Sthadt

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

hicschmidfiHancock\HanMHS




17845 East nghway 10 = PO. Box 8OO » Elk River, anesot

:
18 May 2005 ’
I
Mr. Jim Groehler
Office of Aeronautics
Minnesota Department of Transportation

222 E. Plato Bivd.
St. Paul, MN 55107-1618

RE: Proposed Hancock 115 kV Substation and 1s
Stevens Colinty, Minnesota '

Dear Mr. Groehler:

Great River Energy (GRE) is in the process of pr
new 115 kV substation and a 115 kV transmiss
County, Minnesota. The substation, which will be
Cooperative, is needed to meet growing electrical
area. GRE will construct and own approximately
line to energize the proposed substation.

2 55330-0800 + 763-441-3121 » Fax 763-241-2366

15 kV Transmission Line Tap

eparing an environmental assessment for a
ien tap line into the.substation in Stevens
constructed and owned by Agralite Electric
needs and improve system reliability in the

125 feet of single circuit 115 kV transmission

The proposed substation and tap line are located jn Section 12, T123N, R40W near Hancock,

Minnesota. A project fact sheet and a site map are

enclosed for your information.

GRE is requestmg information on the possible effects of the proposed project on airports or

airstrips in the project area.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments’ frdm your office by Friday, June 17,
2005, If you have any questions about this propo§ed project, please contact me at (763) 241—
2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my addrqss is cschmidf@erenergy.com. Thank you for

your cooperation and assistance. i
Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Covalie b, ol

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

hi\eschmidi\Hancock\HanMnDO




18 May 2005

Mr. Jeffrey Hellermann, District Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Morris Field Office

12 Highway 28 E, Suite 1 i_

Morris, MN 56267

RE: Proposed Hancock 115 kV Substation and 1
Stevens County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Hellermann:

GREAT RIVER
ENERGY®
17845 East Highway 10 + P.O. Box 800 = EIk River, Minnesoth 55330-0800 « 763-441-3121 » Fax 763.241-2366

15 kV Transmission Line Tap

eparing an environmental assessment for a

Great River Energy (GRE) is in the process of pr
new 115 kV substation and a 115 kV transmiss
County, Minnesota. The substation, which will be
Cooperative, is needed to meet growing electrical
area. GRE will construct and own approximately 1

line fo energize the proposed substation.

The proposed substation and tap fine are located
Minnesota. A project fact sheet and a site map are

fon tap line into the substation in Stevens

' constructed and owned by Agralite Flectric

needs and improve system reliability in the
25 feet of single circuit 115 kV transmission

n Section 12, T123N, R40W near Hancock,
enclosed for your information.

GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of the proposed projeét on important.or

prime farmlands in the project area.

-~

We would appreciate receiving any written c¢om
2003. If you have any questions about this
2272, If you wish to respond by e-mail, my addre
your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

C&w»(x,.j_. Se st

Carole L. Schridt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

hi\eschmidt\Hancock\HanNRECS

rfxenié’ from your office by Friday, June 17,
proposed project, please contact me at (763) 241-

Ss Is gsthmidt@prenergy.com. Thank you for




APPENDIX B

LEGAL NOTICES.
CORRESPONDENCE



GREAT RIVER
ENERGY

AGRALITE EL ECTRIC COOQPERATIVE. ‘ GREAT RIVER ENERGY
320 East Highway 12 Box 223 17845 East Hwy 10 P.0O. Box 800
Benson, MN 56215 Elk River, MN 55330-0800
320-843-4150 or 1-800-950-8375 1-800-442-3013
www.agralite coap www.greatriverenergy.com
Praject Need and Gaal

Agralite Electric Cooperative’s (Agralite) existing 41,600 volt (41.6 kV) Hancock Substation is inadequate
fram a reliability and voltage standpoint. This substation has seasonal voltage swings that are nearly
outside the capability of the substation’s voltage regulators. A local consumer will soon have a need for an
additional 1.2 megawatts of power 1o operate an expanding operation. This new demand will exceed the }
capacity of the existing substation. Agralite is propasing to construct a new 115 kV substation next to
Great River Energy's (GRE) 115 kV transmission line. The new substatian will accommadate the demand
and benefit the entire area’s electric reliability and service.

Substation

Agralite will own and build the new subsiation on the northeast camer of Minnesota State Highway 9 and
300th Street just south of Hancock in Stevens County, Minnesota. (see map on back} The new substation
will be built next to GRE's existing 115 kV transmissian line and contain a 115 kV transfarmer ta lower the
voltage to distribution levels. The new location is- ane mile east of the existing substation that will be }
redired upan caompletian of the new substation.

Transmissian Line Tap

Great River Energy, Agralite’s pawer supplier will own and construct the 115 kV
transmissiaon line tap. The tap will consist of a two-way switch pole placed in-line
with the existing transmission line (see phata). The swiich pale will be 70-80 feet
highr with a single span ta the substation.

Schedule

Land acquisition and canstructian will commence upan appraval of a Stevens
County canditional use permit and completion of an enviranmental assessment
required for projects over 100 kKV. The in-service date is scheduled for Spring
20046

Coantacts

If you have any questions abgut this proposed project, please contact Tam
Haffman of Agralite Electric Caaperative at 1-800-950-8373 or Dale Aukee aof
Great River Energy at 1-800-442-3013, ext. 2229.

51202005
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GREATREVE
ENERGY

17845 Fast Highway 10 « PO, Box 800 » Elk River, Minnesota 55330-0800

763-441-3121 * Fax 763-241-2366

May 23, 2005 WO #53811

Mr. Robert Schroeder, Chair

MN Environmental Quality Board
658 Cedar St., RM 300

St. Paui, MN 55155

SUBJECT: Hancock 115 kV Substation

Dear Mr. Schroeder:

in accordance with the Power Plant Siting Act, this letter serves as the required notice to the
Minnesota Environmerital Quality Board (EQB) Chair that Agralite Electric Cooperative (AEC)
has elected to seek local approval for ttie construction of a new 115 kV substation. Great River
Energy (wholesale powet supplier to AEC) will assist AEC and Stevens County with the
permitling precess. A Conditional Use Permit application was delivered fo Stevens County on
May 18, 2005. Stevens County has been informed that they have 60 days fo refer the

permitting process to the EQB.
The proposed substation would be located in Moore Township south of the City of Hancock in

Stevens County. The new facility will meet the growing electrical demand and improve the.
service and reliability of electric facilities in the area. A fact sheet that provides more detail on

the project is enclosed.
Questions regarding this project should be directed to James Thoreen, Stevens County
Coordinator at 320-589-7417. | may be reached at 763-241-2229. Thank you for your attention
to this matter. . o

~Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

L2

Dale Aukee
Field Representative

Enclosure

CC: EQB General List of Interested Pé"rsons ~w/encl.
Tom Hoffman, AEC — w/encl.
James Thoreen, Stevens County — w/encl.

BAhsubs\H ancock\countypemmifiegblocalreviewitr.doc

Direct Dial (763) 241-2229 E-Mail daukee@grenergy.com FAX (763) 241-6003

www.(reatRiverEnergy.com



AGRALITE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE o GREAT RIVER ENERGY

320 East Highway 12 Box 228 - 17845 East Hwy 10 P.O. Box 800
Benson, MN 56215 Elk River, MN 55330-0800
320-843-4150 or 1-800-950-8375 1-800-442-3013
www.agralite.coop www.greatriverenergy.com

Project Need and Goal

Agralite Electric Cooperative’s (Agralite) exxstmg 41,600 volt (41.6 kV) Hancock Substation is inadequate
- from a reliability and voltage standpoint. This substation has seasonal voltage swings that are nearly
* outside the capability of the substation’s voftage regulators. A local consumer will soon have a need for an
additional 1.2 megawatts of power to operate an expandmg operation. This new demand will exceed the
capacity of the existing substation. Agralite is proposing to construct a new 115 kV substation next to
- Great River Energy’s (GRE) 115 kV transmission line. The new substation will accommodate the demand
- and benefit the entire area's electric reliability and service. -

Substation

Agralite will own and build the new substaﬂon on the northeast corner of Minnesota State Highway 9 and

300th Street just south of Hancock in Stevens County, Minnesota. (see map on back) The new substation

will be built next to GRE’s existing 115 kV transmission line and contain a 115 kV transformer to lower the

" voltage to distribution levels. The new location is one mile east of the existing substation that will be
retired upon completion of the new substatlon

Transmission Line Tap

Great River Energy, Agralite’s power supplier will own and construct the 115 kV
transmission line tap. The tap will consist of a two-way switch pole placed in-line
with the existing transmission line (see photo). The switch pole will be 70-80 feet
high with a single span to the substation.

Schedule

Land acquisition and construction will commence upon approval of a Stevens
County conditional use permit and completion of an environmental assessment
required for projects over 100 kV. The in-service date is scheduled for Spring
2006. -

Contacts

[f you have any questions about this proposed project, please contact Tom
- Hoffman of Agralite Electric Cooperative at 1-800-850-8375 or Dale Aukee of
Great River Energy at 1-800-442-3013, ext. 2229.

5/12/2005
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Public Comment Notice

Subject: Environmental Assessment of the
Agralite Electric Cooperative 115 kV Substation

To meet increasing electrical demand and insure reliable electrical service, Agralite
Electric Cooperative proposes to construct a new 115 kV electrical substation adjacent
to Great River Energy's (Agralite’s power provider) 115 kV transmission line in Moore
Township, Stevens County, Minnesota.

As required by the State of Minnesota Power Plant Siting Act, an Environmental
Assessment (EA) of the project must be completed. The Minnesota Environmental

Quality Board has .designated Stevens County as the local unit of government -

responsible for preparing the EA and permitting the project.

Stevens County invites the public to participate in the environmental process. The
purpose of this notice is to solicit public comment and input on environmental issues
associated with the project.

If you would like to comment or suggest a specific topic to be addressed in the final EA
report, please submit them in writing to the Stevens County Coordinator by July 22,
2005. An outline of topics to be covered is available for review at the Stevens County
Coordinator’s Office, 400 Colorado Ave, Morris, MN 56267 or by calling 320-589-7417.



Hancock Environmental Assessment

Topics Likely to Be Covered

Description of Project
Need for the Project
Location and Ownership
Substation Design

Cost Estimate

Environmental Analysis

Air Quality

Water Resources
Vegetation and Wildlife
Soils and Geology

Human Settlement
Archaeological and Historic Resources

Noise

Aesthetics

Public Health and Safety
Transportation

Permitting Process/Public Involvement
Minnesota Approval Process
Pubic Involvement - EA
Local Permitting
Other Permits and Approvals
Figures — General Vicinity Map, Area Map, Substation Site Plan

Appendices — Letters from Government Agencies, Project Notification to the EQB
Public Notices



